
15 May 2016: Preached by Preacher James Tan 

Topic: The Pursuit of Christ 

Scripture text: Philippians 3:12-16 
 
1. In life men pursue many things such as education, career, health, happiness, money etc. 
Though not all things are wrong in itself, but we know any pursuit of earthly things are temporal 
and limited. In the Epistle of Philippians, it is an Epistle of joy though Apostle wrote it in prison. 
Paul counted it as nothing in all his achievements as an unbeliever. 
 
2.  The Apostle Paul is assured of his heavenly life in Christ and the resurrected body that he will 
be given in Heaven one day. But this does not make him complacent. Instead, his whole life is 
now lived in pursuit of Christ. 
 
3. In v.12-13, we read of Paul's pursue of Christ. Paul is apprehended of Christ Jesus. The Lord 
Jesus has saved Paul and seized him to belong to Him. Paul's only desire is to be like Christ. He is 
constantly pursuing Christ. He will not trade anything for Christ.  
 
4. In v.14. we read of the manner of Paul's pursuit of Christ. He pressed towards the mark. He 
was very focused and nothing will distract and stop him. Paul knew the prize is the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus in his pursuit. 
 
5. In v.15-16, we see the pursuer is perfected. He is a spiritually matured person. There is a 
common rule to reach this spiritual maturity which is the Word of God to guide each believer in 
his pursuit. In this pursuit, there is one mind which is to know the mind of Christ 

 


